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GOP negotiators say aide 
Miller is hurdle to DACA deal 


BY ANITA KUMAR 
akumar@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Here’s one thing even Repub- 
licans negotiating an immigration 
deal agree on: Trump aide Ste- 
phen Miller is hurting their 
chances of getting anything done. 

They blame him for insisting 
the administration gets approval 
for an unrealistic number of 
immigration policies in ex- 


change for protections for young 
people brought into the country 
illegally as children. They loathe 
his intensity when delivering his 
hardline views. And they accuse 
him of coordinating with outside 
advocacy groups that oppose 
their efforts. 

“It’s no secret that he’s an 
obstacle to getting anything done 
on immigration,” said a Repub- 
lican House member involved in 
the immigration talks. 

Many people involved in the 


immigration 
debate - Repub- 
licans and Demo- 
crats, Capitol Hill 
staffers and activ- 
ists - complain 
that Miller, a 
former conserva- 
tive student activ- 
ist at Duke Uni- 
versity, is making tough negotia- 
tions more difficult, according 
to 14 people familiar with the 
situation, half involved in nego- 
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Trump reportedly derides African nations, 
rejects immigration deal. 4A 


tiations. Most spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to dis- 
cuss the president’s aide. 

The House Republican law- 
maker said it’s widely viewed 
that “to move past the speed 
bumps, there’s no option but to 
kind of get him out of the way.” 

Yet Miller’s close relationship 


to the president, which spans 
the campaign and transition, 
means they are unlikely to do or 
say anything to get him out of 
the negotiations. 

Major differences remain on 
immigration even after Trump 
and his top aides, including 
Miller, met with about two doz- 
en members of Congress of both 
parties at the White House on 
Tuesday. 

Some Republicans say Miller 
has tried to poison the deal with 
policies he knows will never 
survive a vote in the Senate, 
where Republicans hold a slim 
majority and are constantly 
searching for Democratic votes. 
“He’s trying to craft a deal he 
knows is not viable because he 
doesn’t want a deal,” said a 
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Hospitals 
struggle 
with IV 
bag 
shortage 


BY JOHN MURAWSKI 
jmurawski@newsobserver.com 


A national shortage of IV fluid 
bags has Triangle hospitals 
scrambling to keep patients 
medicated through a patchwork 
of improvisations and work- 
arounds that are more expen- 
sive, time-consuming and could 
increase the risk of medical 
error. 

Local hospital executives say 
the nation is in the midst of one 
of the most severe medical 
product shortages they have 
experienced in their careers, 
and it comes as flu cases are on 
the rise. 

The shortage of bags results 
from Hurricane Maria’s devas- 
tation of Puerto Rico, where the 
industry’s leading manufactur- 
er, Baxter International, oper- 
ates three manufacturing plants. 
The storm knocked out power 
and disrupted production of 
sterilized bags that are typically 
pre-filled with saline or dextrose 
and used to administer anti- 
biotics, anti-nausea drugs and 
other medications. 

The shortage is exacerbated 
by a sharp increase in flu cases 
nationwide, sending patients to 
hospitals where they often re- 
quire IV drip medications. Ac- 
cording to the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention, 46 
states are reporting widespread 
flu activity, comparable to the 
peak of the 2014-2015 season, 
which was the most severe flu 
season in recent years. 

“On any given day you don’t 
know if you’re going to receive 
your deliveries or not,” said Erin 
Fox, senior director of drug 
information at the University of 
Utah, which tracks national drug 
shortages for the American 
Society of Health-System Phar- 
macists. “Some hospitals have 
just a few days of supply. With 
drug shortages and work- 
arounds, the incidence of errors 
increases.” 

Baxter, based in Deerfield, 
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BY MARTHA QUILLIN 
mquillin@newsobserver.com 


FAYETTEVILLE 

Authorities have arrested 
four people and are searching 
for six more on charges that 
they used the slave labor of 
children as young as 9 to runa 
series of fish markets in the 
Fayetteville area. 

Some of the victims were 
children of the operators or 
managers of the fish markets, 
according to a release. 

Lt. Sean E. Swain, public 
information officer for the 
Cumberland County Sheriff’s 
Office, said that the depart- 
ment got a report in February 
2017 that “an alternative reli- 
gious group” was living on and 
around a property commonly 
referred to as McCollum 
Ranch, at 5953 McCollum 
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Road in God- 
win. The leader 
of the religious 
group is John C. 
McCollum, who 
has been a 
preacher in 
Fayetteville 
since at least the 
late 1980s. 
“The investigation initiated 
by the Sheriff’s Office based 
on the information provided in 
the report revealed that John C 
McCollum and others were 
operating at least three John 
C’s Fish Markets and mobile 
grills in Fayetteville, and one 
John C’s Fish Market in Lum- 
berton, in an effort to profit 
and additionally fund the com- 
munal property,” the release 
said. “Several former residents 
of the McCollum Ranch, dur- 
ing interviews, said that 
McCollum and others were 
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Deputies: Kids used as slave labor 
in fish markets near Fayetteville 


Fayetteville Observer file photo 


Daffene Edge works at John C’s Fish Market in 2004 in Hope Mills. Ten suspects are facing charges, including Edge, according to the 
Cumberland County Sheriff’s Office. Four have been arrested, but authorities still are looking for Edge and five others. 


WE'VE BEEN OUT THERE SEVERAL TIMES 
OVER THE YEARS, BUT WE COULD NEVER GET 


ANYONE TO TALK TO US. 


THIS TIME, WE GOT 


SOME PEOPLE TO TALK TO US, AND WE MADE 


A CASE. 


Lt. Sean E. Swain, Cumberland County Sheriff's Office 


holding children, ages ranging 
from 9 years old to 17 years 
old, in involuntary servitude. 
The children had to work full 
time in the fish markets with 
little to no compensation. The 
children are performing labor 
such as lifting heavy boxes/ 
shipments (reportedly some 
weighing approximately 50 
Ibs), keeping fish iced, cutting 
fish and cleaning; additionally, 


many of the children were 
performing construction and 
maintenance on the mobile 
grills after fish market hours. 
The former residents also 
informed investigators that the 
children were not attending 
school and were being denied 
adequate education and care.” 
In March 2017, Swain said, 
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